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Welsh Higher Education Brussels





Four graduates/students of three Welsh Higher Education Institutions are exhibiting their photographic work at Wales House, Brussels during the Spring of 2008. 

Ben Wyeth, Swansea Metropolitan University

Originally from Hampshire, England Ben moved to South Wales to undertake a BA (Hons) Degree in Photojournalism at Swansea Institute (now Swansea Metropolitan). During his time as a student Ben had his first work published in National magazines following the Boxing Day Tsunami, in which he was unwittingly caught up. Having graduated with upper second class honours in 2006, Ben has gone on to work for several independent News Agencies based in South Wales. He is currently working for West Digital and regularly completes commissions for national and regional news titles and magazines. In addition to this he has continued to freelance and regularly supplies titles including Sri Lankan Airlines Magazine as well as co-editing Wales first national Surf Magazine, Tonnau. 

Michael Fortune, University of Wales Institute Cardiff
Michael is currently studying BA (Hons) Accounting. He first developed an interest in sports photography in the summer 2007 and is a strong cricket fan as a member of Somerset cricket club. There he started taking photographs at their games. So then at the start of his second academic year he contacted the University student newspaper and started taking photographs of all the university teams. This then lead to individual teams asking him to photograph their games such as UWIC RFC, UWIC Archers and Cardiff and Vale under 14s rugby team, and UWIC School of Sport using my images in marketing material. He is also a volunteer sport photographer for the Cardiff Devils ice hockey team.  In the future he hopes to become a sport photographer and work for a large agency such as Getty Images or Action images, focusing on cricket photography.
Morgan Woodward, University of Wales, Newport

With the project ‘courses’, Morgan intended to look at the visual representation of the relationship between ‘man’ and ‘land’. To achieve this, he wanted to closely explore the means by which the ‘man-made’ landscape of the Celtic Manor’s golf courses meets and melds into the pre-existing landscape of the Welsh hills. 

By paying particular interest into how human presence and development becomes an integrated part of the landscape it occupies, he aimed to discover how these vast areas appear comfortably within their environment, when it is most likely expected that such a simulated expanse would leave a more incoherent mark. 

The result is that when viewed, the images allow for a myriad of interpretations, allowing the viewer to explore the various possibilities of the function of the space - ultimately leading to a sense of dislocation.

When assessing the drama that can be contained upon this site, it becomes apparent that the seamless unity of man-made and nature calms this tension. Furthermore, this allows us to explore the idea of unity that sport creates from a visual and abstract approach.

Morgan is currently in the process of further investigating this subject by observing disused racing circuits and the apparent speed in which nature can reclaim the environment. 

Tanya Molson, University of Wales, Newport
The main focus within Tanya’s work is creating narrative through landscape. The narrative develops by containing human presence within the spaces. This dialogue between landscape and human changes the perception and loads the image with new meaning.

The golf course series is about detaching itself from the purpose of the space. It is devoid of human presence, which suspends the narrative. This transforms them into lonely atmospheric landscapes rather than social spaces.  

Tanya is currently working on a piece entitled “Swan Lake”, where the location is a natural beauty spot in the heart of a Newport council estate. 
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