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Seminar as part of St. David’s Day Celebrations 2008 in Brussels
Higher Education and Sport: Delivering the skills for growth and jobs
26 February 2008

Wales House, Brussels
Decision-makers across Europe increasingly recognise the significance of sport for social well being and economic development.

In July 2007 the Commission produced a White Paper on Sport in which it examined the broad societal, economic and organisational role of sport in Europe. A number of issues were raised in the Paper of relevance to higher education including the contribution of sport to EU economic and social policies. The Paper also recognises the need for more data in order to ensure that sport policy is firmly placed on sound evidence. The Commission will be launching a study on the contribution of sport to the Lisbon Agenda and will organise the exchange of best practice concerning the organisation of large scale sports events. The White Paper on Sport can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/sport/whitepaper/wp_on_sport_en.pdf
2008 has been designated European Year for Intercultural Dialogue, where sport is considered a key tool for nurturing mutual understanding between and within societies. In addition, 2008 is an opportunity to use the Ryder Cup coming to Wales in 2010 to promote sporting excellence and also regeneration at EU level. The Ryder Cup itself will be presented at the First Minister St. David’s Day reception at the Bibliotheque Solvay, Brussels on Monday 25 February and a photographic exhibition based on the theme of Sport in Wales by students from Welsh HEIs will be opened on the following day. This event could also tie in with the involvement of Welsh HEIs in the Olympic cultural activities linked to London 2012. 
In response to the European Commission White Paper on sport, Welsh Higher Education Brussels in coordination with the Welsh Assembly Government will organise a policy seminar on the role of higher education in deriving economic and social benefits from sport. The seminar will focus on the aspects of the Paper relating to these benefits and will highlight examples of policy and practice from Wales and regions which have strong relationships with Wales in Brussels such as Piemonte with a view to promoting exchange of experience and learning.
The aims of this seminar are:
· to demonstrate the value of HE expertise in the delivery of the economic and social aspects of the EU White Paper e.g. building on sports education to develop business skills and partnerships
· to identify opportunities for HEIs to contribute to this agenda though the EU lifelong learning policies and funding programmes
· to facilitate networking with representatives of EU regions with complementary priorities and experiences in this field
Target Audience: Officials responsible for sport from the Permanent representations, and other EU institutions, notably the Commission, representatives of the sports and health bodies from the EU and Belgium, representatives of education offices and Chambers of Commerce , NGOs, Brussels representations of EU regions. 
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DRAFT PROGRAMME

9.30 Registration

10.00 Welcoming address from the Chair: (WHEB Board member/ Welsh HEI involved in the exhibition)
10.10 – 10.45 

Presentations:
- Commission representative who has worked on drafting the White Paper

- Welsh HE representative – this could involve either a speaker on sport for social inclusion and/or sport as a key competence for learning to learn
10.45 – 11.00

Panel discussion on the presentations

11.00 – 11.30

Presentations: 

- EU region HE representative – this could involve a speaker from an HEI or Chamber of Commerce e.g. from Piedmont
- Employer’s perspective – a project partner involved in an EQF project/ NGO/ employer / European Association e.g.
European Association of Sport Employers (Paris) (involved in the EQF project alongside a UK member – Skills Active):

http://www.easesport.org/accueil.php
European Health and Fitness Association (London) which has a working group on HE and VET and is involved in the ECVET-Fitness pilot project:
http://www.ehfa.eu/index.php
11.30 – 11.45

Panel discussion on the presentations

11.45

Concluding remarks by a WAG representative

12.00 Buffet Lunch
12.15 Opening of WHEB Photography Exhibition – UWIC, UW Newport, Swansea Metropolitan University
Short presentation by student photographers

