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“Culture and Creativity for Jobs and Growth”
27 February 2007

Wales House ( 11 Rond-point Schuman, 6th floor ( 1040 Brussels ( Belgium

  

Decision-makers across Europe increasingly recognise the significance of the cultural economy. In October 2006, the first Europe wide study on the cultural economy was published. Culture Ministers will adopt a set of Conclusions at the May Council on the subject and it will form a key element of the forthcoming Communication on the role of culture in Europe. 
For the sector to flourish, maximising the synergies between culture and education is crucial and discussions are now underway to designate a European Year for culture, creativity and education in 2009. 
Governments at all levels – including regional or local authorities– and higher education institutions are key partners in fostering the right climate to fully realise the potential of the sector and want to play an active part in the EU level debate on the cultural economy.  

The aim of this seminar is five-fold: 

1. To debate the place for culture, creativity and innovation in the European Union focusing on how the Union through its policies and funding programmes, notably the structural funds, could further support the sector.


2. To emphasise the contribution that culture makes to the economy which is often under appreciated.

3. To examine the part that regional and local governments can play to strengthen their creative and cultural industries, to ensure that creativity is given a higher profile across the economy, and to promote creative exchanges that emerge from fusing arts, science and technology.

4. To discuss the role of Higher Education Institutions in providing the appropriate skills, expertise, research and development for the employability of future workers – emphasising the relevance of creative skills- and to stimulate the sector’s ability to innovate through the exploration of fresh and unconventional connections between the creative, business and academic spheres.
5. To showcase successful initiatives to promote creative businesses, many of which are funded via the structural funds, with a view to promoting networking, European mobility and the development of future collaboration and joint projects.



The seminar should result in: 

· The sharing of ideas, experience and best practice of how governments can best foster an environment that is supportive of its cultural and creative industries (through legal/regulatory measures or initiatives to help creative industries access venture capital etc) 
· An opportunity for players from Europe’s creative regions to put their views forward on how culture could be better integrated into other EU policy areas, notably the Lisbon jobs and growth agenda 
· Dialogue between the cultural and higher education sectors with a view to better defining the higher level skills that universities can provide and emphasising the relevance of creative skills to the labour market. 


· New European contacts for actors contributing to the cultural economy, which could increase the potential for joint working and participation in EU programmes and form the basis of future networks to exchange best practice etc.
· A set of recommendations to inform the Commission’s work in this area.
All conference documents will be placed on the Welsh Higher Education Brussels website:

www.wheb.ac.uk


27 February 2007

Wales House ( 11 Rond-point Schuman ( 1040 Brussels ( Belgium

  Morning Chair: Ilona Kish, European Forum for the Arts and Heritage
	
	Topic
	
	Speakers

	10:00
	Welcome 
	
	Des Clifford

Head ofWelsh Assembly Government EU Office
Prof Merfyn Jones
Higher Education Wales/

Vice-Chancellor University of Wales Bangor


	10:30
	Keynote Speech: 

Harnessing Europe’s creativity – a role for the EU?
	
	Vladimir Sucha
Director, DG Education and Culture, European Commission

	11:00


	Question and Answer


	
	

	11:30 
	Panel: The Creative regions of tomorrow –  public and private visions 
	
	Peter Tyndall
Chief Executive, Arts Council of Wales
Pia Areblad
Chief Executive, Skådebanan (Culture and Working Life) Västra Götaland region, Sweden
Edgar Garcia

Director of Business Development, Catalan Institute of Cultural Industries  

Raija Partanen
Project manager, Regional Council of Central Finland and STRATCULT (Strategy for culture network)
Zora Jaurová
Director, Culture Contact Point Slovakia


	12:30
	The cultural economy in Europe  
	
	Gianluca Monte

KEA European Affairs 

	
	

	13:00
	LUNCH / VIEWING OF EXHIBITION STANDS



	
	Topic
	
	Speakers



	14:00
	Introduction from the chair
	
	Prof Merfyn Jones
Higher Education Wales/

Vice-Chancellor University of Wales Bangor


	14:05
	A case study from Wales: linking culture, higher education, and the economy
	
	Alan Hewson
Director, Aberystwyth Arts Centre, University of Wales Aberystwyth 

	14:30
	An Artistic Contribution to the Bologna and Lisbon processes: the case of music
	
	Martin Prchal
Chief Executive, European Association of Conservatoires

	15:00
(approx.)
	Panel – Promoting innovation, culture and creativity through higher education
	
	James Moxey

Research Director, CIRIC - Creative Industries Research and Innovation Centre, Swansea Institute of Higher Education, Wales
Giep Hagoort 

Professor of Art and Economics at the Utrecht School of  the Arts and Utrecht University Member of European Network of Cultural Administration Training Centres (ENCATC)
Gwawr Hughes

Director, Skillset Cymru
Simone Baldassarri

Entrepreneurship Unit, European Commission DG Enterprise 



	16:00
	Conclusions 
	
	Roisin McCabe 

Deputy Director, British Council Wales
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“Culture and Creativity for Jobs and Growth”





Afternoon Session





The WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT EU OFFICE and 


WELSH HIGHER EDUCATION BRUSSELS





Please note that you are also invited to a reception to mark the opening of the “Wales on Canvas” exhibition which will begin at 18.00 in Wales House on the 27th February 2007.








With the support of the British Council


