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Synergies between structural funds and FP7

ERRIN seminar, Brussels, Tuesday 16 January 2007

Espace Interrégional Européen Bretagne/Pays de la Loire/Poitou-Charentes, 

Rond Point Schuman 14, 1040 Brussels

Objectives:

· To discuss how structural funds investment can increase within regions:

· the demand for research/learning 

· the capacity to conduct leading research and apply to FP7

· To explore the practical options that will exist to exploit synergies between structural funds and FP7, as required by many Operational Programmes

· To enable practitioners from regions to meet, discuss practice in this area and potentially create a project application to FP7 Regions of Knowledge (call closes 15 April)

14.00
Welcome from the Chair: Dr Benito Giordano, Head of Office, Yorkshire & Humber, Member of ERRIN Management Board

Introduction: What do the 2007-13 Operational Programmes say about FP7? Why are synergies important?

14.10
Sophie Gardestedt, South Sweden European Office – References to FP7 in the region’s Operational Programme 

14.30 Adrian Healy – ECOTEC Research and Consulting Ltd: The territorial impact of EU research and development policy
Session 1: Structural funds can build the demand and capacity for research within regions 

14.50 Dr Christine Mason – Thematic development, Impact unit, European Commission DG Regional Policy: From Knowledge to Growth: the Role of EU Regional Policy
15.10 Lucía Díaz Martín, Asesora Tecnológica, CITANDALUCIA –
Case study from Andalucia - MASTRIX: Technological Strategies System 
15.30 Coffee break 

15.50 Dr John Smith – European Universities Association: European universities as catalysts in promoting regional innovation 
16.10 Dr David Joyner, University of Wales, Bangor, Wales: structural funds leading to sustained university-business links
Session 2: Overcoming the challenges to participation in FP7

16.30 Ciaran Dearle – Regions of knowledge and research potential, European Commission DG Research: The differences and complementarities between FP7 and structural funds 
16.50 Philippe Dubois, Pays de la Loire: Regional assistance for FP proposers
17.10 Conclusion and discussion: opportunities for regions to work together on approaches towards stimulating FP participation

Discussion leader: Christian Saublens, Director, European Association of Regional Development Agencies 

18.00 Networking drinks reception
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